January 25: The extradition 
to Russia of the Balts

On January 25 - a much regretted day in Swedish history - the Russian vessel Beloostrov left the harbour of Trelleborg, on the southern tip of Skåne, with 145 Balts (mostly Latvians) and 234 German ex-soldiers on board, bound for extradition to Russia. One Balt committed suicide on the quay. A divided and hesitant Swedish ministry had finally decided, on a majority vote, to follow the word from the great red power in the East. Even the Swedish king, Gustaf V, had asked Stalin to leave the Balts aside but with no luck.   

